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A Message from the President
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Greetings to my fellow GWHS Alumni:
I feel that the following article is more important than all the normal things I would usually say here
.......so, for this time please let me just say that, I sincerely thank all of you for the privilege of serving
once more as the president of the alumni association.
David L. Beach – GWAA President

from Dave Beach ‘55
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OUR MAIN MAN, RALPH by Donald ‘Huck’ THOMAS
(Editor’s Note – The following is an excerpt from the lead article in the last issue published of the Lunch Bunch Gazette October 2006. It appeared just two months before Ralph Schwab passed away as indicated by the verb present tenses .)
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If you ever want someone who is reliable,
dependable, capable, and faithful; someone who can
get a job done, you need to call on Ralph Schwab.
Ralph has been a force behind the success of the
Golden Friends Lunch Bunch. When Bob McKlveen
invited Ralph to join the initial group of G. W. Alumni
for lunch, look out! Ralph began to summon his
acquaintances to join also. And you know the rest
of the story. In a short time, the group began to
multiply like flies.

by Huck Thomas – ‘47
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As the lunch bunches increased, Ralph and ‘Huck’
Thomas decided to create a monthly publication,
and name it “Lunch Bunch Gazette.” We borrowed
the title from the Alexandria Gazette. Ralph is the
editor and publisher of the Lunch Bunch Gazette.
The Gazette is a cherished and sought after paper
each month that is distributed at the monthly
luncheons. Ralph prints each issue on his computer,
complete with pictures and color. For those who
cannot attend the luncheon, Ralph mails out an
additional 80 to 100 copies to all areas of the U. S.
Ralph Schwab has been a ‘work horse’ in aiding
several graduating classes to class reunions. He has
a database of names, addresses, phone numbers,
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Please identify the ar ticle with your complete name and
address as “c/o Newsletter”.
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and computer addresses of many GWHS grads.
He readily shares portions of this info with those
who ask. Ralph provides name tags, and precious
advice for those who are planning reunions or any
type of gathering. His high school spirit is
overwhelming and easily contagious, if you are in
his company very long. Ralph says his days G. W.
were some of the best days of his life. He was also
chairman of the GWAA Membership Committee
and past director of the Association, serving also
as interim data base manager due to the sudden
death of Ted Arthur. Ralph was also the first
recipient of the GWAA Annual Ted Arthur Award.
Ralph Daily Schwab was born in Marshall, VA. His
family moved to Alexandria at an early age in his
life. He was raised on the south side of Alexandria,
mainly in the Prince and Fayette Street area around
old school perimeters, streets, alleys, and
backyards which provided areas of activity in those
days. Ralph has a sister, Peggy Embrey and had
two brothers, Carroll and Joe (both having passed
on).
Ralph and I were merely acquaintances in high
(article continued on page 5)

ALL GWAA Members: IMPORTANT!

z the ELECTION BALLOT FORM is on page 12 (the last page of newsletter)
and the...
z ANNUAL MEETING SPRING SOCIAL RESERVATION FORM is on page 11 (reverse side of last page)
NOTE: This two-sided Ballot/Reservation tear-out form is a self-mailer, but it DOES require a 39-cent
stamp and it MUST be received by the GWAA Nominating Committee no later than April 14, 2007.

Please don’t forget to fill them out and mail back as soon as possible!
NOT CURRENTLY A GWAA MEMBER? WANT TO JOIN or RENEW?

THEN ALSO FILL OUT the MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION on PAGE 10 and MAIL IT TOO.

Ale
xandria, VVAA 2222313-54
53
Alexandria,
3-5453
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Adver tisements Dick Crompton '54
703-361-7640
Benevolence
Debby PALMER-Mills '65
703-549-4381
Class Reps
T. Wayne Henry '60
571-275-6118
Community Proj. Judy GUNN Shoup '55
703-360-1521
Database
Dave Beach '55
703-534-1550
Co-Chairs
& Burt Bostwick '59
703-527-5415
Memorabilia
Dave Beach '55
703-534-1550
Historian
Roxann ONTKO Patrick '69
703-548-8874
Membership
Burt Bostwick '59
703-527-5415
Co-Chairs
& Dave Beach '55
703-534-1550
Newsletter Editor Marlene CURRIER Wiltshire '52
703-765-2272
& Publishing
Dave Beach '55
703-534-1550
Nominat/Election Marilyn KAPSCH Lyles '54
703-978-4844
Picnic Annual
Judy GUNN Shoup '55
703-658-2888
Co-Chairs
& Wilda KESTERSON Armstrong '55 703-658-7463
Public Relations Larry McGuire '55
703-765-4349
Roster Phone Book Sue O’DRISCOLL Cox '55
703-250-5422
Spring Social Annual Marilyn KAPSCH Lyles '54
703-978-4844
Web Site
Dick Harman '58
703-971-5477
Co-Chairs
& Dave Beach '55
703-534-1550

Class Representatives
Class
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Name

Email

Home/Work Phone

‘36-’40 Jim Lowe (acting ‘36-’38) ................................ jimlowe@bealenet.com ..................................................... 804-443-3806
‘41-’42 Dave & Millie CARTER Sullivan ............... davemili@verizon.net ....................................................... 757-436-5945
‘43
Bob Murphy ........................................... bobetty2@aol.com ............................................................ 703-549-0907
Ruth ROWLAND ..................................... —none— .................................................................................... unknown
‘44
Lorraine ELLISON Duncan ..................... —none— ............................................................................. 703-354-6971
‘45
Howard Olmsted .................................... walstock@patriot.net ......................................................... 703-370-3394
‘46
Lois YOWELL Bailey ............................... lbaileylow@adelphia.net ..................................................... 540-972-7103
‘47
Huck Thomas ........................................ —none— ............................................................................. 703-960-2313
‘48
Nancy BURCHELL Wilke ......................... —none— .............................................................................. 703-960-8174
‘49
Ann DARLING McKlveen ........................ —none— ............................................................................. 540-786-2127
Marvin (Bobby) Wilke ............................ mwilke2@adelphia.net ...................................................... 301-371-6422
‘50
Sally WARD Stumpf ............................... swdad33@verizon.net ....................................................... 301-262-8128
‘51
Carlton (Shady) Schelhorn .................... marcomema@aol.com ...................................................... 703-780-4633
‘52
Marlene CURRIER Wiltshire .................... Enelram52@aol.com ......................................................... 703-765-2272
‘53
Daniel (Dan) Lehman ............................ honudan@aol.com .............................................................. 703-241-1168
‘54
Nellie MANKIN Foster ............................. nfoster7@juno.com ........................................................... 703-451-9135
‘55
Peggy WADE Barnett ............................. BarnettGW55@aol.com ..................................................... 540-752-9034
‘56
Pat CURRAN ........................................... cmeckert@aol.com ............................................................ 703-671-1186
Edward Snyder ..................................... jesnyder@erols.com .......................................................... 703-971-4816
‘57
Jeffrey Barnes ....................................... JeffRBarnes@aol.com ....................................................... 703-684-2972
‘58
Jane E. Murray McQuilkin..................... janemcq@erols.com .......................................................... 410-224-8333
Judie Cator......................................... judie.cator@verizon.net .................................................... 703-580-8944
‘59
Burt Bostwick ........................................ bostwick@emerecon.com .................................................. 703-527-5415
Sarah WEBSTER Capponi ...................... scapponi@verizon.net ...................................................... 703-323-7822
‘60
Sarah HOWARD Schramm ..................... shschramm@schrammadvertising.com ........................... 703-548-5352
‘61
Dick Sparks......................................... rmsparks@verizon.net ...................................................... 703-768-1622
‘62
Carole BERNHEIMER Hammond ............ cbhammond@cox.net ...................................................... 703-780-0567
‘63
Peggy LYONS ......................................... GW1963@verizon.net ....................................................... 703-754-8685
‘64
Ann DOSS Keller .................................... akelco@earthlink.net ........................................................ 804-262-4091
‘65
Richard Comisky .................................... GWHS65er@yahoo.com .................................................. .540-548-3981
‘66
* Sarah N. Sweeney .............................. SarahS540@aol.com ....................................................... .540-899-5309
‘67
Mary Ellen WOODLEY Johnson ............. mejohn123@aol.com ......................................................... 703-780-9171
‘68
Dave Tong ............................................. dave.tong@pts-usa.com ................................................... 540-778-4622
‘69
Roxann ONTKO Patrick .......................... KCOR13@juno.com ............................................................ 703-548-8874
‘70
Nancy SMITH Groves ............................ Ngrove@comcast.net ....................................................... 703-620-9394
‘71
John McKlveen ...................................... RandyMcklveen@cox.net .................................................. 703-440-0684
‘72-‘74 Randy WOODS McKlveen ....................... RandyMcklveen@cox.net .................................................. 703-440-0684

Benevolence Committee Report
from Debby Palmer Mills

♦ Doris “DeeDee” TOOMBS Maigret, Class of 1947, passed away on July 27, 2006. A card/note was sent to her husband, Emile, on August 16, 2006.
♦ Leroy “Roy” Padgett, Class of 1942, passed away on July 26, 2006. A card/note was sent to his wife, Margaret, on August 26, 2006.
♦ Douglas Emerson, Class of 1945, passed away on September 21, 2006. A card/note was sent to his wife, Elainne, on September 24, 2006.
♦ Ryland “Bus” Thomas Dodge, Class of 1941, passed away on September 15, 2006. A card/note was sent to his wife, Brownie VARNELL Dodge
who also attended GWHS, on September 25, 2006.

♦ William Stephen “Puddin” Jones, Class of 1944, passed away on October 04, 2006. No known address.
♦ Jean BURCH Jewell, Class of 1943, passed away on October 17, 2006. No known address.
♦ Anne BURKE Bryan, Class of 1948, passed away on October 26, 2006. A card/note was sent to the family on November 03, 2006.
♦ David Raymond “Boozie” Morgan, Class of 1950, passed away on October 25, 2006. A card/note was sent to his wife, Deane DeLANE Morgan, Class
of 1953, on November 03, 2006.
♦ James “Smilin’Jim” Ford, Coach at GWHS, passed away on November 11, 2006. A card/note was sent to his family on November 19, 2006.
♦ Michael F. “Mickey” FUNKHOUSER, Class of 1969, passed away Dec. 26, 2006.
♦ Ralph D. Schwab, Class of 1947, passed away on January 6, 2007. As the former Committee Chair of the Membership & Database activities for GWAA,
a flower arrangement was sent by the Association to his wife, Marge, & family. A card/note was sent to Marge & family on January 09, 2007.
♦ Jacob “Jake” Folk, Class of 1954, passed away on February 14, 2007. Jake was the current Committee Chair of the GWAA Membership & Database
activities. A card/note was sent to his wife, MaryAnne, Class of 1956, on February 18, 2007.
Other GWHS Classmates who passed:
•Charles M. Rohr, Class of 1947, on Sep. 01, 2006.
•Carol Ann BOAZ Payne, Class of 1958, on Sep. 07, 2006.
•Ralph L. (“Hoggie”) Taylor, Class year unknown, on Sep. 23, 2006.
•Bordie L Taylor, Class of 1950, on Sep. 25, 2006. (He is the brother of
“Hoggie” who died two days earlier.)
•John W. Curtin, Class of 1938, on Oct.r 07, 2006.
•Elizabeth MORRIS Barksdale, Class of 1940, on Oct. 22, 2006.
•Richard Elliott, Class of 1949, on Nov. 03, 2006.
•James L. Payne, Class of 1955, of Mount Jackson, Va., on Nov. 21, 2006.
•William James “Bill” NORRIS, Class of 1951 of Vienna, VA on Nov. 28, 2006.

•James R. Conner, Class of 1955, of Reedville VA on Dec. 10, 2006.
•Chester C. “Chet” Roland, Class of 1946, on Dec. 14, 2006.
•Robert W. “Bobby” Roland, Class of 1943, in Las Vegas, NV. on Dec. 27, 2006.
•Robert L. Beach, Class of 1954 of Alexandria, VA on Jan. 4, 2007.
•Ray Taylor, on Feb. 4, 2007 of a heartattack. It is unknown what year he attended
GW, if any. He was a brother of Hoagie and Chink, which makes 3 Taylor boys died
within 6 months of each other.
•Robert Anthony Hardesty, Class year and death date unknown.
•Carol MYERS Miffin, Class of 1950. Date of death unknown.

James B. Ford Teacher, Coach
James B. Ford, 89, a World War II veteran who taught and coached athletics at two Alexandria high schools, died of kidney failure Nov. 11 at
Inova Mt. Vernon Hospital in Alexandria. Mr. Ford, an Alexandria resident since 1948, was born in Binghamton, N.Y. After attending a
preparatory school in Allentown, Pa., he earned a football scholarship from the University of Notre Dame. Mr. Ford played center under Coach
Elmer Layden, one of the legendary Four Horsemen.
At the start of World War II, Mr. Ford left Notre Dame to enlist in the military. He served as an officer with the Army Air Forces in North Africa
and Italy. Assigned to the 15th Air Force, 454th Bomb Group, 737th Squadron, he was a bombardier and navigator on a B-24 Liberator. He flew
50 combat missions and received a Distinguished Flying Cross for volunteering to pilot a B-24 to its home base after the pilot and crew parachuted
into enemy territory.
After the war, he received a bachelor’s degree from Notre Dame and took graduate courses at the College of William & Mary. He also served in
the Air Force Reserves until 1973, retiring with the rank of lieutenant colonel. Mr. Ford taught biology and was the head football coach at George
Washington High School in Alexandria from 1949 to 1965. He also coached the school’s varsity spring basketball and track teams. In 1965, he
joined the faculty at T.C. Williams High School as a biology teacher and assistant football coach. He retired in 1979. After his retirement, Mr.
Ford spent a few seasons as a volunteer football coach at Bishop Ireton High School in Alexandria. In the summers from 1957 until the late 1970s,
he was the manager of the Mount Vernon Park Association in Alexandria.
His wife of 60 years, Genevieve C. Ford, died in 2005.

An e-Note from Diane DeLane Morgan (Class of 1953) to Marlene Whiltshire:
I would like to thank all of my friends associated with the GWAA for your concern and support during Boosie’s long illness and recent death. He was a wonderful loving
husband, father, grandfather and loyal friend to many caring people. Boosie loved GW and was active in sports throughout his high school years. Sports were the
hardest thing for him to give up when he became seriously ill. I know he is finally at peace and no longer suffering and has risen to a better place.
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FUTURE REUNIONS
REUNIONS
FUTURE
The Class of 1957 will have its Golden reunion on October 13, 2007 at the Sheraton Suites Alexandria, 801 North Saint Asaph
Street. Details of the reunion and reservation information will be sent out soon to all classmates for whom we have a valid address.
If you have any questions, contact Jeff Barnes, 703-684-2972 or please check the CLASS PAGE at www.GWHSAA.com.
Class of ‘62 Reunion: As we thaw out from this winter freeze, its time to look ahead to our upcoming reunion! This coming fall
we will be celebrating our 45th reunion. The committee is in the early stages of planning, so keep an eye out for announcements. In
the meantime, SEND YOUR CONTACT INFO to your class representative, Carole Bernheimer Hammond: cbhammond@cox.net to
assure you receive the latest information. Looking forward to celebratory times ahead - Your ’62 Reunion Committee.
Classes of 58 and 59 Reunion: Please put October 3-5, 2008 on your calendar now. Because those will be the dates for the
biggest and baddest reunion yet of the four classes (58-59) of GW and Hammond. Did you miss the last one? Are you still being
shy or anonymous? Still suffering from post high school trauma? Well, now’s the time to get over it. We don’t have too many
reunions left, so we’re preparing for a very special celebration this time.
Drop a line to your class reps:
‘58: Judie Cator and/or Jane Murray McQuilkin;
‘59: Sarah Webster Capponi and/or Burt Bostwick.
For more details check the GW and Hammond web sites: www.gwhsaa.com or www.fchhhsaa.com

G.W.H.S.
G.W
.H.S. Golden Friends
Friends Lunch Bunch
by Donald “Huck” Thomas ('47)

The GW Golden Friends Lunch Bunch continues to flourish. Many individuals do a great job to make these luncheons successful. Nancy BURCHELL
Wilke and Pat GORDON Hill record the attendance each month. Lois YOWELL Bailey is our roving photographer. Mary SWEENEY Sutton and
Pat MAGNESS Thomas collect the gratuity for the waitresses. Yours truly is the emcee, and I produce the brief program that informs
our GWHS alumni what is going on. This coming fall will mark 11 years of continuous GW Golden Friends luncheons. Thanks to
Bob McKlveen. Bob founded the Lunch Bunch in 1996.
Before his passing, Ralph Schwab composed and published the Gazette in full color each month. Lois snaped photos of most
all first timers and interesting events for the GFLB Gazette. NOTE: WE ARE SEARCHING FOR SOMEONE TO CONTINUE THE
TRADITION OF PUBLISHING THE GFLB GAZETTE. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN DOING THIS OR ASSISTING PLEASE CONTACT
ME (Huck THOMAS).
The GW Golden Friends Lunch Bunch group meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 11:00 a.m.
In ODD months (i.e. Jan., Mar., May, July, Sept., Nov.) lunches are held at the Olde Country Buffet in Fredericksburg, VA.,
located on Rt. 3, five traffic lights west of Rt 95 in Fredericksburg, VA.
In EVEN months (i.e. Feb., Apr., June, Aug., Oct., Dec.) lunches are held at the Olde Country Buffet in Potomac Mills, Woodbridge, VA., located
at Smoketown Station, 2942 Prince William Pkwy. From 95 onto Prince William Pkwy and turn right at 5th traffic light into parking lot.
Schedule for rest of this year is asfollows:

Mar 20 @ Fredericksburg
May 15 @ Fredericksburg
Jul 17 @ Fredericksburg
Sep 17 @ Fredericksburg
Nov 20 @ Fredericksburg
January 15, 2008 @ Fredericksburg

Apr 17 @ Dale City
Jun 19 @ Dale City
Aug 121@ Dale City
Oct 16 @ Dale City
Dec 18 @ Dale City

First
Fir
st Wednesda
Wednesda
ednesday
y Night Dinner
If you haven’t yet made it to a GWHS “First Wednesday Night Dinner”, you should plan on attending one soon. The dates and time are easy to remember, since
they are always the “first Wednesday night of the month” from 6 to 8 p.m. So please mark it on your calendar! . For our next several meetings, we plan to
be back at Da Vinci Family Restaurant - 6347 Columbia Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041 703/916-1147. For directions or more information visit
www.davincifamilyrestaurant.com. This casual and friendly gathering is open to all class-years and we genuinely welcome anyone new who wants to join our
group. It is a very simple, informal dinner where we just catch up with each other, sort of like a mini reunion but attended by GW classmates that span the
years from 1943 up to 1972. It’s fun getting to know more about all of these various folks with whom we share our school connection; learning where they
lived, where they hung out, etc. It’s also very gratifying to find out that we all have so much in common - who would have thought! I really encourage you to
come and see what these dinners are all about. Hope to see you soon!
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Vacuum Cleaner
We Pick Up Anything!

I

I have had many birthdays in my life. Most I can’t or don’t
remember. I recall my “50th” birthday by the saying: “Life begins at
fifty.” My wife, Pat Magness Thomas tossed a party for me at Baptist
Temple Church to celebrate the occasion. A large crowd attended
and it was a very nice affair. I was looking forward to this new
beginning in life.
Since then, I have added another “30” birthdays and recently
arrived at 80. This benchmark has really attracted my attention. I
since have realized that my time on earth is not as long as it was. I
have begun to wonder how much time I really do have left. I also
have been reflecting on my past life and realize what a good life I
have enjoyed. There have been some tough times also, realizing
there are many of my high school friends and classmates that
have not lived as long as I have.
Without further elaborating on my situation, I asked Ernie
Sult how he handles this being 80 situation. Ernie replied, “I’m 81
and I am pleased and happy to be alive today, so I just keep going!”
What a great attitude. I’m going to take the same approach to life
and just keep on keeping on. I might suggest to my friends and
classmates to adopt the same way of life.
The December GWHS Friends luncheon had 119
attending. A festive atmosphere prevailed due to the Christmas

by Huck Thomas – ‘47

season. Ernie Sult (actor, singer and MC) led the group in singing
“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer” and “White Christmas.” The
crowd was looking forward to the New Year as they departed. I’m
sorry to report the deaths of brothers Chester Roland and Robert
“Bobby” Roland. Chester was retired from the Alexandria Fire
Department. Bobby was a retired airline pilot and a varsity basketball
player at GW.
The Board of Directors of the GW Alumni Association had
their annual dinner meeting recently. The affair was well attended.
Past Presidents were also invited. President Dave Beach presided.
Time to shut down the vac for ’06 and let it rest. ON GW!!

While writing this column, I received word that Ralph D. Schwab
passed away. Ralph was truly a legend for the classmates of
GW. Seems like he was part of many reunions and gatherings
that involved GW. Besides being a mainstay in the GWHS Golden
Friends Lunch Bunch, he was the publisher of its very popular
newsletter – the “GFLB Gazette”. He was also a former member
of the GW Alumni Association Board of Directors. He is survived
by his wife, Marge, son’s Jim and Kevin, and daughter, Kathy, 7
grandchildren, and one great grandchild.

gw gw gw gw gw gw gw gw gw gw gw gw gw gw
OUR MAIN MAN, RALPH -continued from page 1

school. He was deeply involved with the Senior Band, and I was
involved with sports at our ‘alma mater’. Our paths rarely crossed
except activities of the Student Council. I can still visualize Ralph
leading the G. W. band down the middle of the football field; high
stepping with baton in hand, keeping the beat, and leading the music
makers through their various formations. It all ended with the band
and student body singing our fight song, ‘On G. W.!’
Just SOME of the many quotes about Ralph that came from the alumni:
“Ralph is a terrific guy.” “Ralph is a very fine person and very kind”.
“Ralph Schwab is one in a million. When God placed him in our
community, He knew we needed someone to assist all of us along the
way. He is the only person I know who helps everyone, then ‘thanks’
you for asking. I have the highest respect for him as a man, husband,
father, and one of the fairest people I have had the good fortune to
meet. God bless him.” “Ralph is the main cog in the G. W. H. S. wheel.
He’s a true gentleman and friend!” Many more have made similar
comments about Ralph and his great work.
Ralph is married to Margaret “Marge” Casey, a 1947 graduate of St.
Mary s Academy. They have three children, seven grandchildren,
and one great granddaughter. He made a career of banking. He started
at First National Bank as a coin counter working after school until

graduation. Forty-one years later, Ralph retired from Crestar Bank as
Vice President and Senior Operations Officer for the Northern Region
Automated Processing Department.
Ralph has been in poor health the last few years, and is dependent on
a concentrator and oxygen to help his breathing, and a pacemaker to
keep his heart beating rhythmically, but his soul and spirit are
undaunted. That great G. W. school spirit is upper-most in his daily
life.
Our man, Ralph has some comments to help close this story. He
mentions. “I feel as though I am one of the luckiest people on earth, to
have been raised in Alexandria, attending schools, and living and
working in this great area. I cannot say how much the people I have
come in contact with during my Alexandria days have contributed to
an exemplary outlook on life. Attending public schools and meeting
all the great classmates and continuing the friendships are
extraordinary. Thanks to all of you for making me feel so welcome!”
My thoughts and feelings about Ralph come easy. Ralph and I have
shared many kinds of experiences together along the way. I could not
find anyone who could be a better true blue friend than Ralph. Maybe
you know some like Our Main Man, Ralph.
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PREXIE PROFILES, by Larry McGuire ‘55
Where Are They Now?

Joan Marie SCOTT Aver
veryy, ’51
Joan Marie Scott
ScottA
Avery
very,, class of 1951, and her husband,
Jack, have been living in Bradenton, Florida, since 1987
when they retired. Jack had been a prominent
homebuilder in the northern Vir
irginia
ginia area. One of his
last projects was the Franconia Forest Center on
Franconia Road. Jack also went to GW until he joined
the Air Force.
Joan and Jack have
traveled extensively over
the years, to Europe, the
Far East and the
Caribbean. While in
Europe, they were able
to attend the Wimbledon
tennis tournament twice,
and the French Open.
Since selling their boat,
Joan says they have
slowed down a bit and
are taking it easy.
easy. Their
children
and
grandchildren provide a
lot of enjoyment. Together they have a son and a
daughter,, and with the two children from Jack’s
daughter
Jack’s prior
marriage, they have a total of four children and eight
grandchildren. They celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in January of this year.
year.
While at GW
GW,, Joan lived on Queen Street,
Street, and Phyllis
George was one of her best friends. Joan moved to
Bellefonte Avenue in Del Ray when she was 15 years
old. She has fond memories of going to the Del Ray
Drug Store after school for a coke and talking with her
friends, including Marlene Currier and other classmates
who gathered there. They chatted about school, boys,
sorority meetings, parties, fashions and all those
“important things” of the day.
day.
Joan’s father was Lester Scott, who worked for A&S
Joan’s
Glass inAlexandria.
in Alexandria. Her stepfather
stepfather,, Randolph Feltnert

(“Shindy”) worked for Vir
irginia
ginia Roofing, and her mother,
mother,
Beulah, was a homemaker.
homemaker. She also has two brothers,
Lester Scott, and Lee Feltner
Feltner.. Lester played football,
and he was, as many have said, “pound for pound” one
of GW’s
GW’s best players ever.
ever. Joan was Football Queen
her last year.
year.
After graduation, she went to work at the Pentagon for
theArmy
the
Army Signal Corps. She worked there for about five
years. In 1956, she and Jack were married, moved to
Fairlington Village, started their family and set up
housekeeping. After a year or so, they purchased their
first home on Birch Lane inAlexandria.
in Alexandria. Jack was selling
real estate back then before starting his own construction
company.. Joan continues homemaking for Jack and
company
herself.
They are big Redskins fans and watch them whenever
they can. Joan and Jack still do a little traveling, having
just returned from St.
St. Augustine for the fourth year in a
row,, which is becoming a tradition at Christmastime. Joan
row
enjoys returning to Alexandria where she visits old
friends, and her favorite aunt, Beverly Conlon.

Earl “Tubby”
“Tubby” Dixon, ‘51
World War II was over and many veterans returned to
GW to complete their education. They were disciplined,
mature, and serious about their studies and had a positive
influence on the younger students. They competed in sports
as well, raising competition to a higher level. Earl “Tubby”
“Tubby”
Dixon was one of those students who felt the association
made a great contribution to any of his success.
On the football field, Earl “Tubby”
“Tubby” Dixon, class of ’51,
was a one man wrecking crew,
crew, creating havoc for GW
opponents. Playing the tackle position, he was selected
asAll
as
All Metro andAll
and All Northern Vir
irginia
ginia for four years,All
years, All
State for three years and High School All American his
last year.
year.
Article
Ar ticle on -Earl
-Earl “Tubby”
“Tubby” Dixon
Dixon ‘51
‘51 - continued on nex
next page .
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PREXIE PROFILES,
Earl “Tubby”
“Tubby” Dixon,
Dixon, ‘51
‘51 -

Where Are They Now?

Barryy Peregoy
Barr
Peregoy,, ’60 - aka. “Barry
“Barry Darvell”
continued from previous page.

GW won the traditional Thanksgiving Day W-L game
four years in a row and retired an Old Oaken Bucket
for the first time.

His GW 1960 class knew him as Barry Peregoy but
to his multitude of fans across the country he was “Barry
Darvell”, hit recording artist for Colt 45 Records.

Tubby played in the Wigwam Wisemen
isemenAll
AllAmerican
American
East/West
East/W
est game in Memphis,T
Memphis, Tennessee in the summer
of ’51. The East won 15-6 with Tubby assisting in
blocking a punt for the first score.

Growing up Barry lived in the 700 block of South
Alfred Street.
Street. His father was the butcher at Chauncey’s
Chauncey’s
Grocery in Groveton and his mom worked for the
phone company
company..

Growing up inAlexandria
in Alexandria the family lived, for a time,
on Gibbon Street in
Tunnel Town and
North Fairfax Street
and while at GW,
GW, on
2 nd Street in the
Westover Section
near the Dixie Pig. His
dad owned James
Dixon Plumbing
whom he worked for
while in school. Earl
has a sister
sister,, Fannie
Mae, who was the
football queen her
senior year,
year, and a
brother..
brother
Upon graduating, Earl was offered a number of football
scholarship opportunities. He chose the University of
Georgia, staying only for spring practice. He missed
his high school sweetheart, Carolyn Mears, also GW
class of ’51, and returned home. After a while, with
the encouragement of Carolyn and his family,
family, he
returned to school, this time VPI, where he remained
for two years until 1953.An
1953. An old arm injury was causing
him problems and ended his football playing days.

Barry had no formal musical training
but managed to teach himself to play
guitar well enough to form his own
band “Barry and the Blazers”. He
says none of the other band
members could remember the lyrics,
so he was chosen to sing lead. They
played at teen dances, at the Elks
Club and the Eagles Club as well as
various venues around the
Washington metro area.
In 1959 Warren Miller,
Miller, a friend and GWU classmate
to GW high coach and teacher,
teacher, Dick Claypool,
contacted Barry about recording for Colt 45 records.
Warren was recording there at the time as “Cris Kevin”
and set-up an audition for Barry with Ted Pedas who
owned Colt 45 Records as well as the Circle Theater
in Washington.
The audition was held at WPIK radio station in the old
Vir
irginia
ginia Theater building. Barry sang two of his own
compositions and was signed. The first song he
recorded, “How Will It End”, was written by a local
AM disc jockey “Johnny Dark” aka Elliot Paul and it
went to #2 in the Philadelphia market.
Article
Ar
ticle on - Barr
Barryy Peregoy
Peregoy ’60 - continued on nex
nex t page.

Answers to Prexie Trivia:
1. Henry T. MONCURE, 2. Patricia (Patsy) SMITH Ticer - ‘51,
3. John COX - ‘55, Willard SCOTT - ’51
4. MVP in the season opening football game,
5. 1946,
6. Steve OSISEK,
7. Earl “Tubby” DIXON - ‘51,
8. Leon “Lee” DUNCAN ‘54,
9. Biology,
10. Joan SCOTT Avery - ‘51
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PREXIE PROFILES,
Barryy Peregoy
Barr
Peregoy, ’60

Where Are They Now?

- continued from previous page.

Philadelphia was the home of Dick Clark’s
Clark’s American
Bandstand and he contacted Barry about joining “The
American Bandstand Cavalcade Tour”. The tour was
for 12 weeks at $1200 per week with the likes of Paul
Anka, Clyde McPlatter and Bobby R
Rydell
ydell to mention
a few
few.. Whoever was highest on the
charts, in the market area toured,
was given top billing.
Barry has written or co-written many
of the songs he has performed with
various recording labels. His
recordings have made the charts in
various market areas including #1
#111
in Canada, which was also released
on the “British London Label” in
1960 as well as the “Fast Label” in
Holland and Belgium. “Lost Love”
co-written by Barry saw a Japanese
Atlantic Release.
Among his favorite recordings are “How Will It End”
and ‘65 release of “I Found a Daisy” which made the
Top Fifty.
Fifty.
“Doo Wop” music lost out to the British invasion of the
mid sixties and Barry returned to live in Clinton,
Maryland and sold cars for Ourisman Chevrolet. In
1978 he moved to Ft. Lauderdale, Florida where he
bought a franchise for a new orthopedic type bed
approved by Medicare.

After several years, he got out of the franchise business
and moved to Port St. Lucie, Florida. He liked the laid
back lifestyle of a small town of only 10,000 and took
up selling real estate. Barry is semi-retired now but still
sells homes for his old clients and friends.
In 1960 he married his high school sweetheart,
Dottie Lucas, and they have a daughter
daughter,, Tammy
Lynn, who is a recording artist following in her
dad’ss footsteps. A subsequent marriage
dad’
produced three sons, one a practicing attorney
in Waldorf Maryland, another manages a car
dealership in Southern Maryland and the
youngest is a bartender in Port St. Lucie.
In the early 80’s
80’s Barry met Cleo Ansell, the
sister of the Prince George County Sheriff, at
the Classic III Nightclub in Maryland. In 1982
they were married and celebrated their 24th
wedding anniversary this past year.
year. With Cleo’s
Cleo’s
two children they have a total of 16 grandchildren and 1
great-grandchild.
Barry still follows the Redskins and watches most of
their games via
viaTV
TV.. His passion through the years, besides
music, has been and still is boating. He says you could
always tell how well he was doing by the size of his boat.
You can view Barr
Barry’
y’ss web site at barr
barrydar
ydarvell.com.
vell.com.
His latest album “The Best of Barry Darvell - So Far”
can be purchased
purchased there.
there.

Greetings from Elaine WEIL Weinberg – Class of ‘42 & Teacher
Marlene - I have wonderful memories of GW as a student, but in addition, I was fortunate to go
back to teach social studies there from 1947 to 1952. Miss Callahan, Mr. Lindsey (who scared
me to death in Algebra IV) and Mr. Hillman were still there, so it was great fun for me to be on the
other side of the desk. I also was yearbook advisor for three years and recognize many names
in the notes. I remember Willard Scott was in my class the first year I taught. Am really enjoying
the newsletters all the way to California!
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GW Memories

The Good & Bad . . . Fondest, Funniest or Most Embarrassing?

When State Senator Patsy Ticer was 14 and at GW she got sick and was allowed to drop a couple of classes. One was biology,
from Mrs. Florence, as they were getting ready to dissect frogs. She wasn’t into cutting up frogs and dropping that class really made
her day. Patsy remembers the great fun being a cheerleader, belonging to a sorority, hot fudge Sundays and orange freezes from the
old Hot Shoppe.
Huck Thomas, along with a group of fellow students, was shooting craps (playing dice) in the landing near the gym when Coach
Mackie came out and saw what they were doing and wanted to know whose money was on the floor. No one knew or wanted to take
blame, so the coach said it must be his and took it! Sending the forlorn gamblers back to their classrooms empty handed.
Wilda Kesterson Armstrong’s sister, Loretta worked in the office for Mrs.Tolbert. One day Wilda skipped classes and on her
return the next day, who but, Loretta was sent to bring her back for a little visit with the infamous Vice-Principal. Wilda says she was
mortified that her sister found her out. I guess she could use it against her at home? Noooo . . Sisters wouldn’t do that? Would they?
Earl “Tubby” Dixon really was a standout his first year playing football at GW. He was big for his age and the coaching staff could
not find pants large enough to fit him. Finally, after an expanded search, they found a red pair which he wore that first year. Needless
to say, it didn’t blend with “Blue and Gold”. It didn’t seem to hurt his play; he made the All Metro team.
When Stuart Kerxton was a freshman he remembers having a run-in with Tubby Dixon. Stuart was about 5' 6" and weighed about
145 lbs.. and Tubby was just big! Stuart running in the hallway, didn’t see the “All Everything Tackle” and hit Tubby bouncing back
flat on his derriere. Stuart says he still can feel the pain when he thinks about it now.
Warren Helwege says he went around GW for days thinking one of the upper classmates was the principal. It was his first year
and, like most of us, he was a little lost, and naive to the ways in this big new school. When he attended his first assembly, Willard
Scott was holding forth on stage doing what he does so well hosting the program and Warren thought he was the principal.
and OTHER GW ALUMNI... If you care or dare to share YOUR memories with us in the next issue,
just mail them to: GWAA c/o NEWSLETTER MEMORIES, P.O. BOX 25453,

a:
i
v
i
r
T
e
i
x
re Well Do You Know It ?
PHow
9 outof 10 correct go to the head of class,
7 or 8 is passing,
6 or less requires somestudy hall!
Answers on Page 7.

1. Who was the first principal of GW?
2. What 1951 GW graduate is currently a Virginia State Senator?
3. A number of students served as class presidents all 4 years. Name two?
4. What achievement did the Dinky Scott Trophy recognize?
5. What year did GW start a rowing team?
6. What GW coach was on the All American Football Team at UVA.?
7. Name a 50’s GW football player who made high school All America.
8. What 50’s GW track hurdler was state champion?
9. Ms. Florence was long time teacher at GW. what subject did she teach?
10. Who was the last GW High Football Queen?

Have You Heard The One About...?
Lipstick in School

- Submitted by Jim Maigret ‘55

According to a news report, a certain private school in Washington was recently faced with a unique
problem.
A number of 12-year-old girls were beginning to use lipstick and would put it on in the bathroom. That was fine,
but after they put on their lipstick they would press their lips to the mirror leaving dozens of little lip prints.
Every night the maintenance man would remove them and the next day the girls would put them back. Finally the principal
decided that something had to be done. She called all the girls to the bathroom and met them there with the maintenance man.
She explained that all these lip prints were causing a major problem for the custodian who had to clean the mirrors every night
(you can just imagine the yawns from the little princesses).
To demonstrate how difficult it had been to clean the mirrors, she asked the maintenance man to show the girls how much effort
was required. He took out a long-handled squeegee, dipped it in the toilet, and cleaned the mirror with it.
Since then, there have been no lip prints on the mirror.
There are teachers.... and then there are educators!
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GWAA Membership Application Form (Revised March, 2007)
Please place a check mark

5 in the applicable box below that corresponds to YOUR membership request.

The G. W. High School Alumni Association has three (3) types of memberships: REGULAR, ASSOCIATE and HONORARY
ONLY Regular memberships have voting rights.
REGULAR memberships (ONLY FOR GWHS ALUMNI - those who were once enrolled as students in GWHS. ) consist of
INDIVIDUAL or JOINT.

Individual - applicant was once enrolled as student in GWHS;
Regular Individual Membership $ 40 - Prepays for Five Years
Regular Individual Membership $ 27 - Prepays for Three Years
Regular Individual Membership $ 10 - for One Year
Joint - applicants must be a husband and wife, who BOTH were once enrolled as GWHS students;
[Please supply BOTH of the applicant's names and class years on FORM below]

Regular Joint Membership $ 65 (fee covers Husband and Wife – for Five Years)
Regular Joint Membership $ 42 (fee covers Husband and Wife – for Three Years)
Regular Joint Membership $ 15 (fee covers Husband and Wife – for One Year)
ASSOCIATE memberships (ONLY FOR NON-GWHS ALUMNI) for the individual spouse or widowed spouse of a GWHS ALUMNUS;
[Please indicate your full name and the name of your GWHS ALUMNI spouse on FORM below]

Associate Membership $ 25 - Prepays for Five Years
Associate Membership $ 15 - Prepays for Three Years
Associate Membership $ 5 - for One Year
HONORARY memberships - include teachers, librarians, or any others employed or otherwise affiliated with GWHS.

Honorary Membership $ 0 (No Dues - Lifetime)
Membership DUES are Non-Refundable. Donations and/or Dues to exempt social and recreation clubs are not deductible
as charitable contributions on the donor’s federal income tax return.
Please supply all the following information requested. (Type or Print clearly)
(None of the personal information contained within this form will be distributed outside of GWAA)

Applicant Information of Former GWHS Student (or teacher, librarian, employee that was once affiliated with GWHS)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
First Name
Second Name
(Maiden Name)
Current Surname
Nickname / Preferred name
_________________
GWHS Class Year

_____________________________________________________
INTERNET E-mail ID

Postal Address and Telephone Information
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address
City
State and ZIP code
(_________) - __________ - ________________
(area code)
Home Phone

(_________) - __________ - ________________
(area code)
Business Phone

(_________) - __________ - ________________
(area code)
Fax Number

If Applicable - Spouse Information (for Joint* or Associate Memberships)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
First Name
Second Name
(Maiden Name)
Current Surname
Nickname / Preferred name
_________________
(*Include GWHS Class Year
ONLY If JOINT membership)

_____________________________________________________
INTERNET E-mail ID

Make Check payable to: GWAA
Check #___________ Dated:___________ Amount $_____________
Mail Check and this entire page to: GWAA ~ PO Box 25453 ~ Alexandria, VA 22313 - 5453
On ________/______/_______
( mm
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dd

yy )

Spring 2007

I, ______________________________________ hereby apply for membership in the GWAA.
signature

IMPORT
IMPOR
TANT - PLEASE READ!
Unfortunately, in the last two months we have lost two of our very important Committee Chairpersons. Both were the “brains”
behind the Membership and Database handling functions of our Alumni Association - Ralph Schwab and Jake Folk.
Most have known about Ralph’s long-term health problems which he fought so valiantly until his passing on January 6, 2007,
but Jake’s illness (cancer) had a very quick onset. Hoping and praying that it was controllable, he did not want to have the news
spread prematurely. Well, Jake also lost his battle and died on February 14, 2007.
We have lost not only great friends but a storehouse of expertise that will be difficult, if not impossible, to replace. I know that
we will be hard pressed to find the dedication that they exhibited.
For the short-term, Burt Bostwick (GWAA Treasurer) and I will attempt to fill in using the same procedures that they so capably
handled. There will be a start-up learning period, so please be patient with us.
Neither of us is as skilled as they were, so we are asking (no, begging) for your help. If you are an experienced “computer
database person” or know of one who can permanently take this task over for the foreseeable future, please let one of us know.
We would like to talk to you or them about the particulars of the GWAA system.
Your help will be appreciated, Dave Beach, GWAA President [david.beach@verizon.net] 703-534-1550
Burt Bostwick GWAA Treasurer [bostwick@emerecon.com] 703-527-5415

------------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 - - - - - - - - - - cut or separate - - - - - - - - - -
YOU
Apply 39¢
Stamp
Here

_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
Sender's Name, Year & Address

Marilyn Lyles
GWAA Nominating Committee

4124 Doveville Lane
FAIRFAX, VA . 22032-1446

GWAA Ballot
Fold –
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ANNUAL MEETING SPRING SOCIAL RESERVATION FORM and ELECTION BALLOT

Annual Meeting - Spring Social, Saturday, April 21, 2007 at 11:30 AM
The Reservation/Ballot Form must be received by the GWAA Nominating Committee no later than April 14, 2007.

NOTE: This two-sided form is a self-mailer, BUT it does require a 39- cent stamp.
The GWAA is providing this free lunch at the Annual Spring Social to all Regular, Joint, Associate and Honorary members. Please answer the
questions below so that we may notify the restaurant of the number of expected attendees.

NOTE: We are meeting at the same great location as last year.
The Green Olive Buffet & Grill, 7405 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria, VA. 22306 (703) 765-5899)
~ I will be attending the luncheon and I will bring _____ guests.
~ I will NOT be attending the luncheon.
____________________________________________
Name of Member

19________
GWHS Class-Yr..

INSTRUCTIONS:
Step 1) On the REVERSE side (i.e., page 12) of this page: Record your votes and sign on the form. Step 2) On THIS page (i.e., page 11): Mark your answers to the above reservation questions. Step 3) On THIS page (i.e., page 11): Record your name, your GWHS class-year, and your return address as indicated. Step 4) Cut or separate this page from the newsletter along the dotted lines above and to the left. Step 5) Then fold this Reservation/Ballot self-mailer form in half along the wavy line. IMPORTANT Final Steps: Seal this self-mailer form with tape, apply a 39-cent stamp and mail it prior to April 9.
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George Washington High School Alumni Association
Annual Meeting - Spring Social, Saturday, April 21, 2007 at 11:30 AM
The GW Alumni Association’s member-wide election process will be held at the Annual Meeting - Spring Social for the purpose of electing directors
of the GWAA in accordance with our by-laws. All Regular members in good standing may vote at the meeting or mail this ballot to the GWAA. The bylaws of the GWAA provide for a board of directors consisting of 11 directors-at-large. In this year’s election, we are filling FIVE (5) director vacancies.
Each is for a three-year term.
The by-laws further provide that at the first regular Business Meeting of the Board following the Annual Meeting - Spring Social, the then incumbent
directors will elect the “officers” (president, vice president, secretary and treasurer) for the current election year.

BALLOT
The Ballot must be received by the GWAA no later than April 14, 2007.
Non-Secret Election: Voting is by non-secret ballot. Your name, address and class-year must be on the ballot to be valid. There must be enough
information for the committee to identify the voter, otherwise, the ballot will not be counted.
If any member votes for more candidates than positions to be filled, the ballot will be declared invalid. This year there are FIVE (5) positions available.
No individual information concerning a member’s vote will be published or made available to other members.
INSTRUCTIONS: This two-sided Reservation/Ballot form is a self-mailer, BUT it does require a 39- cent stamp.
Step 1) On THIS page: Record your votes and sign.
Step 2) Turn to the REVERSE side of this page (page 11) and follow the instructions.

Vote 5 for a maximum total of Five Directors
The nominating committee has submitted the following members as candidates who have stated intentions to serve if elected and who are desirous to run for
directors-at-large. However, if you would like to vote for someone not already listed you can use the blank lines below on the right for your write-in(s).
Clearly PRINT the Write-In(s) NAME (if married woman, include Maiden Name), class-year. In either case, be sure to check the proper box 5 to indicate
your choices, then PRINT NAME & CLASS YR., DATE and SIGN YOUR NAME (signature) BELOW.
(Pre-submitted announced candidates are listed below in alphabetic order)

Burton (Burt) Bostwick - Class of '59
Marlene CURRIER Wiltshire - Class of '52
Donna ENNIS Teter - Class of '65
5th Candidate - (Write-In)
Name of candidate

19___
Class of

________________________________
Member Voter’s Printed Name
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&

____________________

19___
Class of

____________________

19___
Class of

Name of candidate

Name of candidate

Sue O'DRISOLL Cox - Class of '55
____________________

Other Write-In Candidates

19___
Class Year

If you wish to vote for a “write-in” (an individual whose name is
NOT on the ballot), please remeber - DO NOT VOTE FOR
MORE THAN FIVE TOTAL CANDIDATES. Also keep in mind
that the individual should have indicated that they desire to
serve if elected or your vote would be wasted.

____________________ __- __- __
Member Voter’s Signature

month

day

year

